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WRITERS & SCHOLARS EDUCATIONAL TRUST
INTRODUCTION

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2017

“Maybe I cannot join you in London but I can refuse to be silent. And you, friends, can refusc to be silent too. You can
refuse 1o let these people silence me. Together, we can refuse to look away.” - Ildar Dadin, 2017 Index on Censorship
Awards Fellow

Summary

The period under review presented no shortage of crises for free expression: from the crackdown in Turkey on journalists,
artists and academics to the sobering pronouncements on a free media from US President-clect Donald Trump, the year
was a challenging one for free speech.

Faced with increasingly heated and sometimes hateful debate and calls for ever greater curbs on free expression, Index
stood its ground: [rec expression is a universal right and one that must be defended for all -- not just those with whom we
agree.

The quality of our work was reflected in two awards: an editor of the year award lor the magazine’s Rachacl Jolley. and
onc presented to a coalition of international organisations, including Index, campaigning for media freedom in Turkey.

We were delighted that our long-standing work on censorship and risk-taking in the arts was recognised at the end of 2016
by Arts Council England, who awarded us a major grant to develop our legal guidance on free expression and the arts into
practical workshops lor trustecs and senior managers in arts organisations.

Our project to monitor threats to media freedom in Europe produced more than 1,300 reports in 2016, which was double
the previous year, with the highest profile cases being taken up by the Council of Europe. We also forged new partnerships
in the United States and are now part of a coalition undertaking similar monitoring work there.

New funders came on board in 2016/17 and new partnerships were formed -- in December we announced CNN as our
media partners for the 2017 Freedom of Expression Awards, while free speech enthusiasts Flying Dog Brewery sponsored
a number of our cvents. Broadening Index’s supporter base continues to be a major focus and we are delighted to have
formed so many ncw alliances.

ACTIVITIES AND OUTCOMES

1.INFORM

Index seeks to broaden and decpen public understanding of global threats to freedom of expression as the first step to
addressing those threats. Without such information, individuals are unable to make the informed decisions that are crucial
for full participation in a free socicty.

Magazine

Truth in Danger: Danger in Truth (Summer 2016)

Index on Censorship dedicated its milestone 250th issue to exploring the increasing threats to reporters worldwide. Its
special report featured Channel 4’s International Editor Lindsey Hilsum, writing about friend and colleague, the murdered
war reporter Marie Colvin. Investigative journalist Stephen Grey looked at the difficultics of protecting sources in an cra
of mass surveillance. We also published an exclusive play extract from late Swedish crime writer Henning Mankell.

The Unnamed: does anonymity need to be defended? (Autumn 2016)

In this issuc we considered the pros and cons of masking identities and included an essay written for us by Booker Prize
winner Hilary Mantel. Former CIA agent Valeric Plame Wilson wrote about the damage done when her cover was blown.
Edward Lucas shared The Economist’s perspective on keeping its writers unnamed. We featured poctry from Russian
writer Maria Stepanova, plus new fiction from Turkey and Egypt.

Fashion Rules - Dressing to oppress: why dress codes and freedom clash (Winter 2016)

This edition of the magazine explored how people express freedom through what they wear and looked at how women in
particular have their freedom of expression curtailed by rigid dress codes. The issue included interviews with models Lily
Cole and Daphne Selfe, writing by former Elle editor Maggie Anderson and novelist Linda Grant, plus a never before scen
English translation of a story by legendary Argentine writer Haroldo Conti.
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ACTIVITIES AND OUTCOMES (continued)

The Big Squeeze: Freedom of expression under pressure (Spring 2017)

The spring issue of Index on Censorship magazine focused on how pressures on free speech currently come from many
different angles. It included a special feature on how to spot fake news, articles from former BBC World Service director
Richard Sambrook and former UK attorney general Dominic Grieve, an exclusive interview with a Spanish puppeteer
arrested last year, and fiction from award-winning writer Karim Miské.

In October, Index on Censorship magazine editor Rachael Jolley was awarded Editor of the Year by the British Society of
Magazine Editors in the special interest category. Jolley was recognised for her work at the helm of a publication which
the BSME judges described as “an important voice which is needed now more than ever.” The award followed a
retrospective of the magazine published in The Times Literary Supplement to mark our 250th issue.

Online

Index revamped and relaunched its website in 2016 to make it easier to search and better reflect what we do. Index’s social
media presence continued to grow during the year. The Index Facebook page has 10,632 likes as of July 2017 (compared
t0 9,226 likes in July 2016 — a 15% increase — and our main Twitter account had 58,300 followers (compared to 50,000 in
July 2016 - a 17% increase). Our target is to increase these measures by at least 10 % year on year.

Page views for the site reached close to their all-time highs in October at 114,000 — up 75% on a year earlier — as we
promoted our Freedom of Expression Awards nominations via partners such as Psiphon.

2. SUPPORT

Index supports anyone facing censorship and threats to their free expression. This includes writers, artists, scholars and
freedom of expression campaigners, as well as painters, sculptors, photographers, musicians, filmmakers, theatre directors,
actors and anyone else in the creative arts or active in research or teaching who is denied the right of free expression. We
do this through publication and promotion of their work, through campaigning and through our annual awards.

Freedom of Expression Awards Fellowship

Index continues to put making voices heard at the heart of its work. There is no better example of this than our annual
Freedom of Expression Awards Fellowship. The fellowship recognises some of the bravest and most creative defenders of
free speech around the world whose achievements were honoured at a gala ceremony at The Unicorn Theatre.

Our goal is to help award winners with a specific project over their fellowship year to improve impact. We measure this
through feedback from winners and the outputs themselves and have sought increased income for the awards to fund our
fellowship work.

Financial support (via corporate and in-kind sponsorship) continues to increase year on year. We are grateful to Doughty
Street Chambers, Google, Gorkana, Sage Publications, VICE News, Vodafone and the Unicorn Theatre for their support
of the awards in 2016 and 2017. We are also grateful to AirBnB, Green Tomato Cars, The Guardian, Hide My Ass! And
Patron Tequila for support in 2016 and to CNN, Edwardian Hotels, Flying Dog Brewery, Psiphon and Private Internet
Access in 2017.

In 2016, each fellow received an initial week of training (c.6.5 hours of workshops and private consultations covering
strategy, security and public speaking), private networking meetings (c.4 per fellow, designed to diversify support via
senior figures from other NGOs, funders and their sector) and media interviews (average of 3 per fellow with broadcasters
including BBC, ITN, Al Jazeera and digital outlets including Huffington Post, Middle East Eye and Thomson Reuters).

Other support during the year for the 2016 fellows included:

- advocacy and an all-party early day motion in the UK parliament challenging the seizure of journalism fellow Zaina
Erhaim’s Syrian passport;

- support in sourcing educational opportunities;

- providing Music in Exile Fellow Smockey with a £2000 contribution towards the rebuilding of his studio and purchasing
of the equipment;

- refining business plan of campaigning fellows Bolo Bhi;

- exploring new fundraising models; and

- revising their strategy for 2017.
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ACTIVITIES AND OUTCOMES (continued)

Feedback from winners was positive. One recipient wrote: “We feel fortunate that we were able to be an Index fellow. The
way in which we operate mecans that we do not get many chances to discuss issues that are important to us in an in-depth
and honest manner. Index provided us with much needed and valuable support on strategy, operations and finance. We
were honoured to win [our] award but to be honest, the real prize has been the valuable support that we have received from
Index over the past year. They are a partner, a stakeholder, a shoulder to cry on and a fricnd. We know that we can continue
to count on them moving forward.... I don’t think we will ever be able to repay you.”

3. INFLUENCE
Index uses the expertise and information gathered in its magazine, in its online reporting and through specific projects (o
campaign for change on specific freedom of expression issues.

Index delivered and launched several successful campaigns and projects during the period under review: on media freedom,
on art and offence, and on campus censorship, as well as a number of campaigns on individuals.

Media Freedom

Index’s project to record instances of threats against journalists or media organisations in Europe came into its own in
2016. The Mapping Media Frecedom project offers a highly detailed overview of the state of media freedom in the region
by asscssing threats at a local level, not just nationally or regionally. The reports and trends identilicd by the mapping
project are being used by Index and other organisations to build advocacy campaigns Lo ensure better protections for
journalists, and to better support individuals.

“Mapping Media Freedom is essential to getting to the bottom of the two biggest issucs plaguing media today: violence
against members of the media and impunity from prosccution by their assailants. 1 rely upon this Index on Censorship
resource to keep me up-to-date and fully informed about the shape of media freedom in Europe.” -- Dunja Mijatovic,
former OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media.

In particular, the data is providing valuable information for Index to advocate at European level, and our advocacy tcam
was one of a high-level delegation to Ukraine in March 2017 that met with ministers and senior journalists to discuss
concerns about the situation for media freedom there. Head ol Advocacy Melody Patry was also onc of the contributing
cditors for a book exploring salety of journalists.

We used the methodology refined from the MMF Europe project to examine the state of media freedom in the United States
in the months before and after the inauguration of US President Donald Trump. The report: “It’s not just Trump: US media
freccdom fraying at the edges” provided one of the first in-depth looks at the state of media freedom across the Uniled States
and was covered by respected journalism outlet Poynter among others.

In addition, Index campaigned directly on a number of press freedom issues, including against section 40 of the Crime and
Courts Act, which could sce media outlets forced to pay costs in a legal challenge even if their story is correct. Shortly
after the end of the period under review, we submitted, with English PEN and RSF, a consultation response to plans for
changes o the Official Secrets Act that could hamper investigative journalism.

Thanks to a grant from the Open Socicty Foundations, Index was able to publish 20 articles by censored writers and artists
for our Turkey Uncensored project, which aims to cover stories of censorship not addressed by other media such as an
article looking at the effect of bans on Kurdish arts festivals.

In August, Index was one of the nine groups honoured by the Turkish Journalists Association with its 2016 Press Freedom
Prize. TGC awarded the coalition of international press freedom organisations with the award “lor the unique solidarity...
it showed against the assaults on press freedom in Turkey... and for instilling in their Turkish colleagues the fecling that
they are not alone.”
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Arts

In early 2017, Arts Council England awarded Index on Censorship funding for the organisation’s work tackling censorship
and self-censorship in the arts. The £100,000 grant will be used to provide workshops for boards and senior management
of arts organisations in England and Wales on issues of censorship and other ethical challenges as they affect programming,
fundraising and managing controversy.

The programme develops the long-standing work by Index on censorship and self-censorship in the arts, including its
‘Taking the Offensive’ conference in the South Bank, which identified widespread self-censorship in the sector. In 2015,
Index — in collaboration with a number of legal advisers and with the support of the Arts Council and Clifford Chance —
produced a series of guidance booklets entitled ‘Art and Offence’ that examined various aspects of the law and freedom of
expression in England and Wales. The guidelines on public order are being distributed nationwide by the police service to
help officers better understand the issues faced by arts venues in hosting potentially controversial work, and police
commanders will be invited to training workshops.

Online

Index was part of a coalition campaigning against UK government plans on extremism that could have severely limited
freedom of expression in the country, especially online — although the campaign was largely quiet in 2016/17 as the
government did not bring the planned bill to parliament or for consultation. We also continue to engage actively on the
issue of online extremism/hate speech and censorship via our membership of a number of multilateral organisations,
including as a board member of the Global Network Initiative.

Academic

We successfully completed a youth project looking at civil liberties and free speech entitled ‘What a Liberty!” in which a
group of 18 young people from across London developed a Magna Carta 2.0 outlining the freedoms they would like to see
enshrined in law in the 21st century.

Thanks to a grant from partners Clifford Chance Index also began research on a paper, due to be published in autumn 2017,
on the impact of free speech restrictions on US and UK campuses. In July 2016, we challenged the University of Cape
Town following its decision to rescind an invitation to Danish editor Flemming Rose to speak on academic freedom.

We were pleased to establish a formal partnership with Wellesley College, Boston, during the period. In March, Index on
Censorship CEO Jodie Ginsberg spoke at ‘Censorship Awareness Week’: a week of tatks by distinguished thinkers and
practitioners on free expression. We also initiated the Index/Wellesley internship programme, with two students joining
Index for a two-month summer internship programme and three in 2017.

Individuals

We campaigned relentlessly for the release of former Index award winner and 2016

awards judge Nabeel Rajab, detained in Bahrain over tweets critical of the regime, as well as on behalf of others such as
cartoonist Zunar, who faces up to 43 years in prison for lampooning the Prime Minister and government in Malaysia, and
Zaina Erhaim, one of this year’s Index award winners, whose passport was seized by the UK government in September at
the behest of the Syrian government.

4. DEBATE

Open debate is a central tenet of free expression and Index actively promotes discussion about the limits and concerns
surrounding free expression. The past 12 months have seen Index develop its range of events to an expanding set of
audiences. Whether promoting the magazine, exploring complex topical debates, or highlighting Index’s campaigns and
priorities, the focus throughout has been on engaging ever more supporters, deepening their support and broadening our
partners and networks.
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Public outreach

Debates and talks

Index staff take the debate on frec expression to a wider audience on a regular basis. During the period under review, we
spoke at events in the United States, Russia, Sweden, France and Belgium, as well as across the UK. We hosted or took
part in more than 100 events (double that of 2015) during the course of 2016/17 — a significant number given our stalf
headcount of just 12 -- averaging almost two a week, and bringing our expertise to a total audience of more than 8,000
pcople.

Highlights included:
e Actor Simon Callow on Shakespeare and censorship at the Hay Festival

e  Author Cory Doctorow on our complaisance on surveillance
e Talks on freedom of expression in Turkey with authors Ece Temelkuran and Kaya Genc
e An cevening of censored songs by candlelight with Norwegian musician Moddi

Index also significantly increased the reach of the printed magazine through an increased roster of events in 2016/17. Some
500 magazines were distributed for [ree cach quarter at magazine launches and other events.

Media

We have written for the New Statesman, Huffington Post and for Open Democracy, as well as receiving coverage in Al
Jazeera, CNN, The Guardian, The Independent, Mail and Guardian, Press Gazcette, The Stage, The Daily Telegraph and
others. Index on Censorship magazine was covered in two major retrospectives on our work in the Times Literary
Supplement and Irish Times.

Future plans
In 2017/18, we will be focused on campaigning on media freedom via our Mapping Media Freedom project; sharing the
findings of our campus censorship report; and developing more work Lo promote freedom of expression online.

Conclusion

Heated debate about the value of {ree expression in 2016 allowed Index to reaffirm its status as a world-leading cxpert on
the principles that underpin this right. Our clear-sighted stance, which defends all forms of free expression except those
that incite violence, meant we were prominent voices in the media, at events, and in debates worldwide discussing the
issuc.

In tandem with this increased public profile, we have upped the support we give Lo those facing censorship through the
fellowship, and via a more targeted campaigns strategy that focuses on people and places where we fecl that our small tcam
can have a marked impact.

FUNDING

We are grateful to the support of the following in 2016/17:
AirBnB

Arts Council England

Michacl Bishop Foundation

The British Council

Clifford Chance

CNN

The John S Cohen Foundation

Doughty Street Chambers

Edwardian Hotels

The Elaine and David Potter Foundation
European Commission

Facebook

Flying Dog Brewery

Fritt Ord

Google

Gorkana
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ACTIVITIES AND OUTCOMES (continued)
FUNDING (continued)

Green Tomato Cars

The Guardian

Heritage Lottery Fund

Hide My Ass!

Liverpool John Moores University
London Evening Standard

David McCune

National Endowment For Democracy
Open Society Foundation

Private Internet Access

Psiphon

Sage Publications

Tequila Patron

Twitter

UNESCO

Unicorn Theatre

VICE News

Vodafone

Wellesley College

and various individuals who have supported the organisation with in-kind support, through our Index Champions or Index
Advocates membership scheme, through other donations, or through subscription to the magazine.

Fundraising

The financial year 2016-17 represented a strong fundraising performance in terms of widening our funding base and
increasing total income from just under £850,000 in 2015-16, to £898,000. Donations and core grants were up significantly,
from £468,000 to £615,000. Of this, donations increased by £50,000 from 2015-186, to a level of £149,000. Event income
was down only because 2015-16 contained large donations in kind of free advertising for our fundraising events.

The Fellowship raised £91,000 with regular sponsors including Doughty Street Chambers, Google, Sage Publications and
Vodafone.

The David & Elaine Potter Foundation and Fritt Ord renewed their core funding, while we were also successful in securing
new grants from the Michael Bishop Foundation and The Open Society Foundations. We received corporate funding from
Facebook, Google and Twitter, while the National Endowment for Democracy and European Commission renewed
funding. We also received UNESCO funding within the year for the Mapping Media Freedom project.

We have continued our relationship with Liverpool John Moores University, who co-fund an internship at Index. From this
year it became a full year’s placement and was renamed the Tim Hetherington Prize.

Our individual giving increased on the year and with our website redesign within the year, it should further help by making
the process easier and more user-friendly, for supporters to take advantage of being an Index member.

Financial Report
The Trustees report that the group posted a consolidated net income result of £43,766, of which £10,306 represented a
surplus of unrestricted funds and £33,460 was restricted funds.

This means that the consolidated unrestricted reserves rose from £27,454 to £37,760, while restricted funds increased from
£14,540 to £48,000. Writers and Scholars Educational Trust had a surplus of unrestricted funds of £17,172 on the year,
while Writers and Scholars International Limited made a loss of £6,866, bringing its reserves down to £26,289. The current
level of consolidated unrestricted reserves at £37,760 is just under one month’s worth of the target set by the trustees. The
Trustees continue to monitor the situation as regards the level of reserves.
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ACTIVITIES AND OUTCOMES (continued)

Financial Report (continued)
Consolidated group income was £898,125, up on 2015/16 by £50,348, in the main due to donations increasing along with
core grants for the charity. Writers and Scholars International Lid had virtually no change in its level of grants, at £248,401.

Consolidated expenditure was £854,359 compared with £829,895 the previous year. This reflects the increased expenditure
on project activity, particularly through the Media Mapping Freedom project. Direct costs were up from £469,462 in
2015/16, to £506,466 this ycar, with project costs up from £143,866 to £233,385. The direct costs of fundraising activitics
fell from £148,287 to £47,173, duc to the large gift in kind of frec advertising for cvents not being a factor this year.
Support costs for these activitics were down from £360,433 the previous year, to £347,893, due 1o moving to a new ofTice
with lower running costs. Overall support stalf costs remained at the same level as last year, at £213,940 while governance
costs showed a slight increase in audit costs.

The inter-company position showed a shift from Writers and Scholars Educational Trust owing a balance of £14,112 to
Writers and Scholars International Limited in 2015/16, to being owed £6,157.

Reserves policy

The reserves policy was reviewed by the Index board with the desired level of reserves being based on a consideration of
at-risk funding. The board fecl this represents the most and measurable way of arriving at a reserves largel. The target
arrived at was £130,000 of unrestricted unds, which equates to three months operating costs at the current level (£43,333
per month). The trustees acknowledge that starting from such a low base of rescrves would entail a gradual increase in
order to reach this desired level and are pleased to report that though this year saw a modest increase of just £10,306 leaving
the organisation still a bit short of one third of the target, it docs represent a consolidation of last year’s trend of adding to
reserves, rather than a reduction as in the two years prior. As part of the reserves stralegy, the organisation has an annual
budgetary commitment to boost the level of reserves towards its target level and this is built into the annual fundraising
target.

The level of unrestricted funds was £37,760.
The level of restricted [unds was £48,000.
There are no designated or endowment funds.

The target level of funds for this year of the reserves policy was 1o equate to onc month’s operating costs of £43,333 but
the current level is below this. The trustees are considering ways in which this can be rectified in the ncar future.

Public Benefit Statement

The Trustees confirm that they have complied with the duty in section 17 of the Charities Act 2011, to have due regard to
the Charity Commission’s general guidance on public benefit. The Trustees ensure that this purpose is carried out by the
performance of services valued by the public both in the UK and internationally.

Both forms of editorial content (online and print) offer the highest quality of commissioned journalism and analysis,
providing viewpoints [rom all parts of the spectrum of any free expression debate. Our expert editorial [ilter of censorship
issues can be used to help those interested in free expression find contextualised and verified information in support of free
speech. We augment the news, picking the most important and most interesting free expression storics and pushing them
out to a wider audience. The interest shown by the public in several of the current debates around free expression
throughout all media has been particularly well served by the charity. Index has been at the forefront of many ol such
debates, able to deliver them in accessible form, through editorial content and events showcasing key figures from relevant
ficlds and disciplincs. We also have extended geographical access to our debates by conducting several of them online and
a preserved record of the conversations is accessible through our website and YouTube channel. These reflect two of our
objectives lo inform and to encourage debate.

The rescarch and articles published in Index on Censorship magazine are of direct relevance to specialist professionals in
law, media and acadcmia, but they also serve to decpen the knowledge and advance learning of the broader public, in the
understanding and analysis of human rights. Extracts from the magazine continue to be offered for free on our website.
Increasing social media followers and web viewing figures attest to the widening of our audience.
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Public Benefit Statement (continued)

Our archive is available to the public without restriction via the Bishopsgate Institute, and this represents our body of work
on free expression over the last 44 years. There is also our own archive of articles, interviews, policy papers, audio-visual
content available for free on our website. As part of Index’s media strategy, this year we have secured greater media
coverage in UK tabloids and middle market newspapers, taking free speech arguments to a wider audience in terms of
numbers and demographics.

Index continues to bring material to under-represented communities in the freedom of expression debate, and particularly
expanding its reach towards greater numbers of young people and people involved in education this year. As part of this
initiative we host a Youth Advisory Board with new members every six months, so that we can consult on and be led by
the members as to their requirements in the free expression realm as it affects young people and thus tailor our approach
to meet these needs. We have worked directly with a number of youth and educational agencies, and been able to put
different groups in contact with one another to share knowledge and we have begun to extend this network globally too.
Through our Heritage Lottery funded project “What A Liberty!” we have been able to offer young people access to expert-
led workshops in many different aspects of media culminating in them producing their own short film on a contemporary
Magna Carta. Index also works closely with several UK and international universities and has been in ongoing consultation
with the National Union of Students in relation to some of its free speech policies. We have also been in conversations with
students to provide evidence on the state of free expression on campuses up and down the UK and will be publishing a
report in 2017.

Index supports key professionals and decision makers in the arts sector through case studies and conferences, helping them
to protect and promote freedom of expression to their own audiences. We have produced five law packs to equip such
professionals with a guide to help them continue to exhibit and produce controversial art in full knowledge of the law and
responsibilities to artists, their employees and the public. With our Arts Council funding, we are developing a training
programme for arts’ institutions to be able to analyse risk more sympathetically in consideration of controversial art.

GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT

Trustee Board

Trustees serve for a period of three years and may be re-elected for a further two years for a maximum total of five years.
Existing Trustees select members of the Trustee Board. Currently recruitment has occurred through personal
recommendation and word of mouth. Rules and guidelines published by the Charity Commission on the responsibilities
of being a Trustee are provided to all new Trustees. In addition, new Trustees are inducted in the charity by the Chief
Executive and Chair of Trustees.

Every effort is made to ensure that all specialist areas of the Charity’s operation are represented. Candidates that strengthen
the Board are always considered, with no upper limit on the number of Trustees. Trustees meet four times a year (o review
strategy, risk and performance and to approve the operating plans and budgets. The majority of Trustee meetings take place
at Writers and Scholars Trust’s offices, enabling the Trustees to meet other members of staff on a regular basis.

Responsibility for strategy, planning and the day-to-day management of operations is delegated to a management team led
by the Chief Executive. Formal reporting by the Chief Executive takes place in writing two weeks prior to each Trustee
meeting. The key issues arising from this report and any other matters are then discussed in detail at the Trustee meeting.
Minutes are then circulated, within seven days, for approval at the subsequent Trustee meeting,

The pay of the senior management team ('key management personnel’) and all staff are reviewed annually and where there
are increases these are in line with average earnings and any cost of living adjustment. In view of the nature of the charity,
the Trustees benchmark against pay levels in other charities. The remuneration benchmark is the mid-point of the range
paid for similar roles in equivalent sized charities.
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Risk Review

With a full risk register in place, throughout the year the Trustees consider the top five or ten risks anticipated or actually
faced in the year, in terms of likelihood, impact, mitigations and responsibility. These are then added to the risk register as
an update. The Trustees are satisfied that systems have been developed and are in place to mitigate identificd risks to a
satisfactory level. For the year 2016-17 the following 5 risks were considered.

1. Brexit - Index continues to assess the risk to our funding portfolios given Britain’s planned departure from the
Europcan Union and will monitor how our status as a UK-based organisation may impact our ability to attract
fund from outside the UK.

2. Reserves - Index has a stated target of reserves which equates to 3 months’ worth of operational costs at
£130,000. We have adapted our budgeting and planning procedures to ensure cash flow is steadier, however our
goal remains to achicve a healthy level of reserves.

3. USA visarestrictions -- new visa restrictions and US policies towards foreign travel and data may make it more
problematic for travel to the USA, not just for our stalf, but also for any speakers we arrange for events in
America. Our risk register has a fully developed travel policy and risk assessment form for staff to comply with.

4. Composition of the Board -- We are still without a Treasurer and while there is no legal requircment to have
onge, we have found it in the past usclul o have a Treasurer to liaise more closcly with senior management on
financial minutiac.

5. Grant Contracts Responsibility for Partners - Currently we are undergoing a retrospective audit on our Tunisia
Project funded by the EU, which finished in 2012, as part of the EU’s normal review processes. We will implement
the auditor’s recommendations regarding sub-contracting with other partners.

Management
The systems ol internal control are designed to provide reasonable, but not absolute, assurance against material
misstatement or loss. They include:

- A strategic plan and annual budget overscen by the Trustees

- Regular consideration by the Trustees ol financial results, variance from budgets, non-financial performance

indicators and benchmarking reviews
- Delegation of authority and segregation of dutics
- Identification and management of risk as above

STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES’ RESPONSIBILITIES

The Charity’s Trustees are responsible for preparing the Annual Report and financial statements in accordance with
applicable law and United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice.

Charity law requires the directors to prepare financial statements for cach financial year that give a truc and fair view of
the state of affairs of the Charity and its financial activities for the period. In preparing those financial statements, the
Trustees are required to:

select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

obscerve the methods and principles in the Charitics SORP;

make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

state whether applicable accounting standards and statements of recommended practice have been followed,
subject to any departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements;

e prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the Charity

will continue in operation
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STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES’ RESPONSIBILITIES (continued)

The Trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the
financial position of the Charity and enable them to ascertain the financial position of the Charity and to ensure that the
financial statements comply with the Charities Act 2011. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the
Charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

The Trustees confirm that so far as they are aware, there is no relevant audit information of which the Charity’s auditors
are unaware. They have taken all the steps that they ought to have taken as Trustees in order to make themselves aware of
any relevant information and to establish that the Charity’s auditors are aware of that information.

POWERS AND RESTRICTIONS
The Trustees have absolute discretion to decide which of the Trust’s purposes to forward, and no limitations on the means

they adopt to do so. In particular they have complete discretion to invest money as they wish and are therefore not bound
by the provisions of the Trustee Investment Act.

Approved by the Board on 21 Septemher 2017 and signed on its behalf by:

David Aaronovitch
Chair



WRITERS & SCHOLARS EDUCATIONAL TRUST
LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2017

Status

The Writers and Scholars Educational Trust is a registered charity, number 325003, constituted by the Trust Deed dated
25March 1971. In June 2016 the charity’s trustees resigned and were replaced by a corporate trustee, WSET Trustee Lid,
company registered number 10188386. The former trustees were immediately appointed as Directors of the corporate
trustce WSET Trustee Ltd.

Trustees
WSET Trustee Limited (appointed 23 June 2016)

The following directors all resigned on 23 June 2016:
David Aaronovitch (Chair)

Elaine Potter

David McCune

David Schiesinger

Turi Munthe

Kate Maltby

Peta Buscombe

The directors of WSET Trustee Lid are:

David Aaronovitch (Chair)

Elaine Potter

David McCune

David Schlesinger

Turi Munthe

Kate Maltby

Sanjay Nazerali (appointed 16/03/2017)
Jason DaPonte  (appointed 14/06/2017)
Kiri Kankhwendc(appointed 14/06/2017)
Pcta Buscombe  (resigned 17/12/2016)

Management

Jodic Ginsberg — Chicf Executive

David Sewell — Finance Director

Rachael Jolley — Editor, Index on Censorship magazine
Scan Gallagher - Editor, Online and News

Mclody Patry — Head of Advocacy

Principal address and contact details

7™ Floor, 292 Vauxhall Bridge Road, London SWI1V 1AE
Telephone: 020 7963 7262

E-Mail: jodie @indexoncensorship.org

Auditors:

haysmacintyre, 26 Red Lion Square, London WCIR 4AG
Bankers:

Triodos Bank NV, Brunel House, Deanery Road, Bristol BS1 5AS
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT

TO THE MEMBERS OF WRITERS & SCHOLARS EDUCATIONAL TRUST

We have audited the financial statements of Writers and Scholars Educational Trust for the year ended 31 March 2017
which comprise the Statement of Financial Activities, the Group and Charity Balance Sheets, and the related notes. The
financial reporting {framework that has been applied in their preparation is applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting
Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

This report is made solely to the charity’s members, as a body, in accordance with Section 144 of the Charities Act 2011
and regulations made under section 154 of that Act. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the
Charity’s Trustees those matters we are required to state to them in an Auditors' Report and for no other purpose. To the
fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the charity’s trustees as a
body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and auditor
As explained more fully in the Trustees’ Responsibilities Statement set out on page 10, the trustees are responsible for
the preparation of financial statements which give a true and fair view.

We have been appointed as auditor under section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 and report in accordance with regulations
made under section 154 of that Act. Our responsibility is to audit and express an opinion on the financial statements in
accordance with applicable law and International Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland). Those standards require us to
comply with the Auditing Practices Board’s Ethical Standards for Auditors.

Scope of the au